






183b - Meds and Syringes Locked

2. Requirements
2600.
183.b. Prescription medications, OTC medications, CAM and syringes shall be kept in an area or container that is

locked. This includes medications and syringes kept in the resident’s room.
Description of Violation
At 2:26p.m., a container of Bio freeze and a tube of Pain-Relieving Cream were unlocked, unattended, and accessible
on resident s bedside table. 
 
 

Plan of Correction Accept  05/21/2026)
On 4/9/26, LPN immediately removed BioFreeze and Pain-Relieving Cream.  PCHA investigated how these items
were left in resident's room and determined the resident's family brought the items to the resident.  Education
provided by LPN on duty to family that all medications, including OTC pain relieving creams need to ordered by PCP
and administered by the nurse.  LPN explained to family that items like this need to be kept in resident's treatment
bin, which is kept in a locked closet. 

On 4/10/26, PCHA instructed DCS to monitor all residents rooms in SDCU for any other OTM medications/creams.
This will be on an ongoing basis every day to maintain compliance for SDCU.

PCHA published information in facility's monthly (May) resident and family newsletter to remind everyone that all
OTC and Prescription medications need to come from a pharmacy, be kept secured away from residents, and have
proper orders from the doctor.  This is information is also reviewed during Admission paperwork with residents and
families. 

Effective 5/11/26, PCHA will complete room audits to ensure all OTC medications and creams are being kept in
appropriate resident treatment bins.  Room audits will take place weekly for 3 weeks, and then become part of
PCHA's monthly building checklist to ensure compliance. 

Licensee's Proposed Overall Completion Date: 05/29/2026

Implemented - 06/09/2026)
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